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patients have refused to give up. And when we
were talking in the Oval Office, she said: “The
one thing I want to do is make sure that this
Surgeon General’s Office gives voice to pa-
tients, that patients have a seat at the table;
somebody is advocating for them and speaking
for them.”

And now we in Washington and across Amer-
ica have to refuse to give up on the goal of
health care that is affordable and accessible for
every one—last one of us. We don’t have to deal
with hurricanes, and we don’t have to deal with
floods, and we don’t have to deal with fires. All
we have to do is pass a bill to make sure that the
American people have a decent shot at getting
the kind of choice and high-quality health care
that’s affordable.

And I know that Dr. Benjamin is going to
help us get there as the next Surgeon General.
And I am truly honored to nominate her for
that post, and Secretary Sebelius is equally ex-
cited, even though she’s just standing here.
[Laughter]

With that, let me introduce the next Surgeon
General of the United States, Dr. Regina Ben-
jamin.

[At this point, Surgeon General-designate Ben-
jamin made brief remarks, concluding as fol-
lows.]

Surgeon General-Designate Benjamin. So
thank you, Mr. President, for having the confi-
dence in me. And if confirmed, I promise I will
give you and the American people my best.

Thank you.

Health Care Reform

Q. Mr. President, are you going to get more
involved in health care? The Senators say you
ought to.

The President. That was a good one, Bill [Bill
Plante, CBS News]. [Laughter] We’re going to
get this done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Health and
Human Services Kathleen Sebelius. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary also included the remarks of Surgeon Gen-
eral-designate Benjamin.

Remarks Honoring the 2008 Major League Soccer Champion Columbus Crew
July 13, 2009 

Hello, everybody. Please have a seat. Well,
welcome to the White House, and congratula-
tions to the Columbus Crew on winning your
first MLS Cup. Give them a big round of ap-
plause.

There are a couple people who are big fans,
and so—they also happen to be Members of
Congress. I want to acknowledge them: Senator
Sherrod Brown of Ohio, Representative Steve
Driehaus, and Representative Mary Jo Kilroy.
Please give them a big round of applause. And
the Olives soccer team is here—is that this crew
right here? I suspected as much. They’ve been
working with the Crew; they’re all from the Co-
lumbus area. So welcome to the Rose Garden. 

And congratulations to all the rowdy fans
who were with you guys every step of the way. I
hear that the Crew stadium was one of the
toughest places to play for visiting teams, al-
though I think you saw, playing the Chicago

Fire, that we’ve got a little—[laughter]—you
know, we’ve got some pretty good fans in Chi-
cago as well.

I want to thank Clark Hunt and all the mem-
bers of the Hunt family for being here today.
The Hunt family’s legacy and dedication to
American professional sports—and to soccer in
particular—has been critical to the success of
this team but also to the success of the league.

I want to congratulate Coach Warzy-
chi—Warzycha—and you know, it’s like Barack
Obama, you know, you screw it up occasionally.
And I also want to congratulate Coach Schmid.
Under your leadership, this team made an in-
credible turnaround from a losing season in
2007 to the best record in MLS in 2008. And
congratulations, Sigi, on being chosen MLS
Coach of the Year.

Now, I should admit up front that I don’t get
a chance to see a lot of professional sports
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teams these days. Most of the soccer I’ve seen
recently has been at my daughters’ games.
And I’ve learned that there are two important
rules at that age—I’m sure some of you may
remember this. The first is, no matter what
position you play, just run straight to the ball
and congregate around it. [Laughter] And the
second rule is, don’t forget the snacks at half-
time. [Laughter]

But I see that my daughters love playing
this game of soccer, and we know that this is
an exciting time for soccer in America. We just
watched Team USA shock the world at the
Confederation Cup, and we’re in the middle
of another impressive run in the Gold Cup.

As some of you may know, I just got back
from the G–8 meeting in Italy, and one of the
leaders there was President Lula da Silva of
Brazil. He gave me a hard time about Team
USA dropping a 2-0 lead in the Confedera-
tions Cup final, but I reminded him that we
held our own against the best teams in the
world, we shocked a lot of people, and we
might just see that team in the World Cup
next year. So it’s clear that soccer in America is
on the rise, and MLS is a big part of that. 

I want to congratulate Chad Marshall on
being named Defender of the Year; Guillermo
Barros Schelotto for winning the MVP award
and assisting in all three goals in the champi-
onship game.

And finally, I want to salute these guys for
donating so much time and energy to the Co-
lumbus community, and we thank them for
participating in our United We Serve summer

of service. Just last week, the Crew spent time
with young people in Columbus cleaning up
some of the low-income neighborhoods near
Crew Stadium, which strengthens their com-
munity and reaches out to folks who need it
most. 

That kind of spirit of service is what this
White House wants to encourage in all citi-
zens, but seeing it from professional athletes is
especially gratifying. And so we appreciate also
the clinic that the Crew is going to put on for
young people here in DC today, which teaches
them not just skills but also how to live healthy
and active lives.

And thanks to that example—an example
set by the Crew and by players across MLS
and women’s professional soccer as well—I’m
confident that American soccer will remain
something to be excited about for years to
come.

So congratulations again for the incredible
championship season and good luck next year.
And I have to say that that’s a big trophy—so
give them a big round of applause, everybody.
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Reps. Steven L. Drie-
haus and Mary Jo Kilroy; and Clark Hunt, Jr.,
owner, Robert Warzycha, head coach, Sigi
Schmid, former head coach, Chad Marshall,
defender, and Guillermo Barros Schelotto,
forward/midfielder, Columbus Crew.

Remarks in a Discussion on Urban and Metropolitan Policy
July 13, 2009 

The President. All right. Well, hello, every-
body. A couple of quick acknowledgments:
Where’s Greg—where’s Greg Nickels? Thank
you. There you are, Greg. Thank you so much
for your participation today. I understand
Governor Rendell is here, or was here. He
may have stepped out, but when he comes
back in, I hope to have a chance to say hello to
him. Burrell Ellis, CEO of DeKalb Coun-
ty—it’s so nice to see you, Burrell; Kathie No-
vak—where’s Kathie? Hey, Kathie, good to

see you; Henry Cisneros—where are you? The
legendary—[laughter]—good to see you, my
friend; Federico Pena, thank you so
much—who worked so hard to help us get
elected; Julia Stasch—where’s my friend from
Chicago? There she is. Good to see you, Julia.
And obviously, you know our outstanding Cab-
inet that is so focused on these issues: Ray La-
Hood; Shaun Donovan; Lisa Jackson.
Where’s—Ms. Mills, there; great to see Karen,
and Hilda Solis.
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